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possible, too, that there may have been some policy in'
thus making a friend of one of the chiefs of the Khalsa;
but the transaction was not an advisable one.

Of all India and its adjacent countries Kashmfr is
the district best suited for Europeans, and it affords
large room for English colonisation. It has now a
population of about half a million; but it had formerly
one of four millions, and it could easily support that
number. It has an immense amount of fertile land
lying waste in all the valleys, and it would have been
just the place for the retirement of Anglo-Indians at
the close of their periods of service. As it is, Kashmfr
is practically closed to us except as a place of resort
for a few summer visitors. Probably the visitors would
be a good deal worse off than they are at present if it
were under British rule; but that is not a matter of
much importance. The Maharaja acknowledges the
supremacy of the British Government, and yet no Eng-
lishman can settle in the country or purchase a foot of
land in it. We are not even allowed to stay there
through the winter; for a recent relaxation of this rule
has been much misunderstood, and simply amounts to a
permission for British officers, who cannot get leave m
summer, to visit Kashmfr in winter.

Visitors have to leave the country about the middle
of October, and the Panjab Government has issued very
strict rules for their guidance while they are in the
valley. After mentioning the four authorised routes
for European visitors tp Kashmfr, the first rule goes on
to,say (the italics are its own): "All other roads are
positively forbidden; and, in respect to the direct road
from Jummoo (known as the Bunnihal route), the pro-
hibition has been ordered at the special request of his
Higjmess the Maharaja. The road branching from
Raf&oree by Aknoor, which is used oy the Maharaja's
family and troops, is also expressly prohibited." Now